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Why this project and why now?

● Sites related to the African American 
experience in Nevada are 
underrepresented on local, state, and 
national registers of historic places.

● The City of Reno applied for and received 
an Underrepresented Communities 
Grant from the National Park Service.

● The City issued a Request for Proposals 
and selected a consultant to complete 
the project.



Project Team

Alicia Barber, PhD, Stories in Place LLC
HISTORIAN

ZoAnn Campana, M.P.S., Kautz Environmental Consultants, Inc.
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

Project Advisory Board

The Reno community



Goals of the project

● Increase knowledge – the history of African Americans in Reno 
is largely unwritten, especially in the 20th century.

● Increase visibility.
● Remember, honor, and celebrate the experiences of African 

Americans in Reno.
● Identify themes, trends, and histories important to the city.
● Identify important places for possible historic designation, 

preservation, and/or interpretation, especially those 
threatened by encroaching development.



Why northeast 
Reno? And how 

much of it?



Project Time Period: 1900-1979 

• Properties generally have to be 
at least 50 years old to be 
eligible for the National Register 
(unless of exceptional 
significance).

• Reno’s African American 
population was very small prior 
to 1900 (33 listed in entire 
Washoe County in the 1900 U.S. 
Census).

• Most of northeast Reno was 
developed post-1900.



U.S. Census figures for Nevada, 1900-1940



Product #1: Historic Context

• Identifies history, historic themes, time 
frames, geographic areas, associated 
property types, and thresholds for eligibility 
to the National Register of Historic Places.

• The Advisory Board and community will help 
identify important themes and stories.

• Not an attempt to capture the entire history.
• Not an attempt for us to dictate or impose 

history on the community.

A BROAD HISTORICAL OVERVIEW



A Planning Tool

• Assists the community in 
identifying future survey and 
research priorities.

• Assists the community in 
identifying historic resources and 
nominating them to the National 
Register of Historic Places.

The African American Civil Rights Experience in Nevada, 
1900-1979. Statewide historic context completed in 2020.



Product #2: Historic 
Resources Survey

• A systematic method of documenting 
historic resources through fieldwork 
and research. What is there? What 
do we have?

• Documents the integrity and history 
of each resource

• Evaluates the resources under the 
historic context and identifies 
buildings worthy of designation

• Recommends potential historic 
district boundaries





Product #3: National Register nomination

• Property to be identified by October.

• First draft of nomination to be submitted 
to City of Reno by March of 2025.

• Final draft to be submitted to the Board 
of Museums and History by August 2025.

• Final nomination to be submitted to the 
Keeper of the National Register by 
January 2026.



National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

• The nation’s official list of places 
worthy of preservation.

• Recognizes important places.

• Properties can be listed in the 
National Register at a local, state, 
or national level of significance.

• Can be a building, structure, site, 
object, landscape, or district.

Bethel AME Church, Reno (listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2001)



National Register of Historic Places - criteria

A – Historical significance

B – Important Person(s)

C - Architecture

D – Archaeology/Data Potential

Must have physical integrity to its period 
of significance.
Buildings in a district can be 
“contributing” or not - if contributing, 
they are considered listed in the NRHP.

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Reno (listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1999)



Benefits of NRHP Listing

• Public awareness and community pride

• Education, interpretation, and heritage 
tourism

• Thorough documentation

• Can qualify a building for certain grants and 
federal tax credits for historic preservation

• Listed properties are identified early in the 
planning process for federally-funded and 
permitted projects.

Field Matron’s Cottage, Reno-Sparks Indian 
Colony (listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2003)



What happens next?

• Historic survey of project area
• Conversations and oral histories
• Archival research – historic newspapers, 

maps, property deeds, city directories, 
U.S. Census records and more 

• Online survey to get more input, 
suggestions, possible contacts and 
sources of information

• Another public meeting in the fallDebra Armstrong and Jean Bufkin, 
interviewed by Alicia Barber and 
Demetrice Dalton for Our Story, Inc.





https://www.reno.gov/community/arts-culture/historic-preservation/underrepresented-communities-grant-project
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